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English continues to grow as a popular medium of instruction in higher education across Asia and beyond. Drawing on my research on the Englishization of higher education in Sri Lanka, this presentation examines the positive and negative impacts of English Medium Instruction (EMI). In Sri Lanka, more than 80% of degree programs are offered either exclusively in the English medium or with an English-medium option. In particular, several programs, such as medicine, engineering, and science, are offered in the public university system primarily, and in some cases exclusively, in English. Drawing on empirical findings from interviews with university students and alumni in Sri Lanka, I will compare EMI in Sri Lanka with EMI at universities elsewhere in Asia, including Japan. By discussing the intersection between EMI and internationalization, I argue that the extent to which Englishization contributes to internationalization in Sri Lanka and across Asia remains a question that requires critical examination. I will further discuss the consequences of EMI for multilingualism and cultural diversity in these contexts.

